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Division 58:  Western Australian Tourism Commission - 

Question:  Hon N.F. Moore asked what capital contribution did the Government promise before the election to 
provide to the Rottnest Island Authority and why has it been reduced significantly in this budget? 

Answer:  The Government promised before the election to ensure that $14 million is allocated over four years to 
upgrade and repair holiday accommodation units and settlement areas on Rottnest.  This is to be achieved via 
direct contribution from the consolidated fund and from the Rottnest Island Authority’s own resources. 

Question:  Hon N.F. Moore asked with respect to the problems facing the airline industry in Western Australia 
as a result of a number of factors, what plans does the Government have to seek to overcome the difficulties 
being experienced by the tourism industry within Western Australia?  In the same context, how is the $5 million 
additional expenditure being spent and from which part of the budget was it allocated? 

Answer:  The full details of short-term initiatives being undertaken and the timeframe and cost are tabled.  
Medium and long-term programs are yet to be finalised by the WATC.  Given Air Access & Availability of 
discount fares to Western Australia from interstate and given international traveller confidence in a number of 
key markets is low.  The current order of priorities (as at the end of September 2001) for the allocation of the 
$5 million is: 1st, Intrastate; 2nd, Interstate; 3rd , International. 
(1) Immediate Activity 

Activity  Timing Budget 8/10 
•  Industry Statewide consultation forum 4 September  
•  Intrastate radio campaign to put travel in WA to top of mind Commenced 22 September $50,000 
•  National print campaign (Intrastate & Interstate) Intrastate commenced 22 September 

Interstate on hold pending Air Access, Fares 
•  Regional Tourism Associations recovery grants Available 28 September $500,000 
•  Metropolitan Tourism recovery grants (advice to MMAC) Available 28 September $50,000 
•  ATC co-op tactical advertising campaign - South Africa Commence 14 October $6,000 
•  Intrastate catalogue $100m sale - whole WA 6-7 months In newspaper 27 or 28 October $150,000 
•  2nd Interstate radio campaign to promote $5m Sale Last 2 weeks October $15,000 
•  Tactical advertising campaign Malaysia (+$82K partner funds) Commence late October $250,000 
•  Metropolitan Outdoor/Billboard promotion of $100m Sale November - 4 weeks $25,000 
•  Commitment to produce intrastate advertisements for increased reach Launch November/December $155,000 

and impact on people to travel to regional WA. 
•  Barometer market research to assess regional impact of crisis Monitored monthly for 12 months $100,000 
•  Less industry contribution  ($87,000) 

Sub Total $1,470,000 

(2)   Medium and Long Term Activity 
        Details yet to be finalised by WATC. Sub Total $3,530,000 

TOTAL $5,000,000 

Question:  Hon Robin Chapple asked will funding be committed to any aspect of the Mauds Landing proposal or 
government activity associated with any aspect of that project? 

Answer:  The Western Australian Tourism Commission expended $92 325 in 2000-01 on assisting the 
development of projects in the North West Cape which includes Mauds Landing project.  No further funds will 
be expended by the commission in 2001-02 for this purpose. 

Question:  Hon N.F. Moore asked if it [Mauds Landing] was handled by another agency, will the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister for Tourism tell us which one it is? 

Answer:  The responsibility for major tourism development projects such as that at Mauds Landing has been 
transferred to the Department of Housing and Works with effect from 1 July 2001. 

Question:  Hon Robin Chapple asked what financial commitment has the commission established as a result of 
the Labor Party’s policy of promoting the development of an environmental tourism training course through 
TAFE, with the assistance of the Ecotourism Association of Australia?  What will be done to encourage and 
assist tourism operators to gain accreditation under the nature and ecotourism accreditation program, and to 
ensure that the environmental tourism unit conducts NEAP workshops in regional Western Australia and 
produces publications to assist operators gain accreditation? 

Answer:  As part of the $250 000 commitment to ecotourism, a Nature Based Tourism Advisory Council has 
been appointed to examine training and accreditation.  There are currently some 38 TAFE courses related to 
tourism and hospitality.  The Advisory Council is placing emphasis on accreditation.  There are two principal 
accreditation programs - Nature and Ecotourism Accreditation Program (NEAP) and the National Tourism 
Accreditation Program (NTAP), both of which are available to the tourism industry.  These programs will 
become the prime focus for future plans. 
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Question:  Hon Dee Margetts asked what recognition and commitment is the WATC giving to the growing 
tourism development importance of the Cape Range National Park? 

Answer:  The WATC is facilitating the development of low-key wilderness style accommodation developments 
on the North West Cape.  Sites have been identified within Cape Range National Park and Ningaloo Station to 
the south. 

Question:  Hon N.F. Moore notices from page 1044 of the Budget Statements that the contribution to regional 
tourism associations has gone from an estimated actual in 2000-01 of $1.494 million down to $1.459 million.  
That is a slight reduction.  However, can the parliamentary secretary explain why there has been a reduction in 
funding to regional tourism associations?  Secondly, in the same context, $500 000 per annum is being allocated 
for country tourist bureaus.  Will that money be provided to the regional tourism authorities to distribute to their 
tourist bureaus, or will it go directly to the tourist bureaus? 

Answer:  There has not been a reduction in the funding provided to the Regional Tourism Associations.  Actual 
expenditure on Regional Tourism Associations in 2000-01 was $1.459 million, precisely in line with the budget 
for that year, and exactly the same as the proposed expenditure for 2001-02.  An error in coding resulted in an 
amount of $35 000, which was actually expended in assistance to the Hotham Valley Tourist Railway in 2000-
01, being shown as a grant to the Regional Tourism Associations. 
 


